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Methodist and United Reformed Churches Working Together

The
Minister Writes

A few weeks ago, the Area’s staff met at
the URC’s Windermere Centre for our
annual 24 hour get-together of all URC
ministers (and those in close association)
in Cumbria. Apart from the usual
‘catching up’ periods, we had a couple of
sessions on a previously chosen book to
study - “Blessed are the Crazy”, a very
personal account of experiences of its
author, Sarah Griffin Lund, a Regional
Minister of the United Church of Christ.
Its sub-heading was “breaking the silence
about mental illness, family and church”.
We found that having read her book, and
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speaking to and seeing her live through
‘Skype’ in her Florida home, that despite
her very profound, painful and disturbing
experiences of family members, she still
had a very positive outlook on life!
Indeed, chapter 5 of the book had the
title, ‘Feeling pain in God’s presence’ in
which she reveals that she came to
believe that in life’s most difficult
moments, when we feel as if God is far
away, that the times are ripest for
spiritual growth. Not that God takes
pleasure in our pain, but in the words of
Leonard Cohen (in his song “Anthem”
from the album “The Future” released
1992) “There is a crack in everything,
that’s how the light gets in”. Spirituality
is making a conscious choice to seek
God’s presence, and when pain breaks
open our hearts, there is a new opening
for God’s light to enter in. But it’s not
just in the midst of pain that God can
enter in. Sometimes we put boundaries
around parts of our lives when we
mistakenly believe that God is present

Area Website www.swcumbriaunitedarea.urc.org.uk

within. It has been determined by the Area’s trustees, following a recent simple
exercise similar to a quick ‘audit’ of all the Area’s churches, that the spiritual life of
our churches is perhaps not as strong as we would expect. On the afternoon of Sunday
7th June, we are holding important workshops, as we seek to determine our vision of
the future of the United Area, and what sort of a person we will be seeking to help us
fulfil that vision from autumn 2016. Don’t miss this opportunity of bringing God’s
light into this discussion, that the light in the crack may shine so bright that it breaks it
open into a glorious chasm of God’s presence. Look forward to seeing you there.

Ron

Domestic Violence Awareness Training
This is being held at different venues around Cumbria and will be coming to Trinity
on Wednesday 10th June, 9:45 am - 4 pm. The course is free of charge and is highly
recommended. It is for everyone involved in pastoral care in the church, and raises
awareness of the incidence of domestic violence, the different forms it takes, the
issues involved and the best response.
To book contact Helen Boothroyd on 07503 931196 or hbctic@tiscali.co.uk
Please include the following details: name, church, email address (or postal address if
no email).

Green Tip
Cumbria County Council are providing food digesters at greatly reduced prices. They accept all
cooked and uncooked food waste including vegetable scraps, meat, fish and dairy products. The
Green Cone food waste digester costs £15 and the Green Johanna food waste digester and
composter costs £20.
To order go to www.greatgreensystems.com/promotions/ggscumbria
email cumbria@greatgreensystems.com or phone 0800 013 1304.
More information is available at www.recycleforcumbria.org Look at the blue box headed In the
news and click on Join the food waste revolution.
Lilian Wood

REGIONAL & NATIONAL WEBSITES
District: www.cumbriamethodists.org.uk

North West Synod: www.nwsynod.org.uk

Connexional: www.methodist.org.uk

National: www.urc.org.uk

July/August issue No 103 of
will be published at the end of June
Please send all material to reach Lilian Wood, 89 Risedale Road, Barrow,
LA13 9QY by Sunday June 7 th. Items can also be passed on by

( 01229 825986 or * lilian.wood4@gmail.com
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CUMBRIA METHODIST DISTRICT SPRING SYNOD
Cumbria Methodist Synod met in the Auction Mart at Junction 36 on Saturday 25 th
April. The day coincided with the visit to the District of the current President of
Conference, Rev Ken Howcroft and Mrs Howcroft who joined us for the day. Ken
preached and presided at the opening service of Holy Communion which was held in
one of the auction rings. The President addressed Synod later in the day on the subject
of ‘Being Methodist in an Ecumenical County’. He urged us to be less self-effacing
about the ecumenical progress we have already made, and stated his conviction that we
can be Methodists within another kind of church - after all Methodism was originally a
movement within the Anglican church. He reminded us that Wesley equipped people
to be a holiness movement and then sent them out for mission. He noted that a
growing emphasis on discipleship is awakening in people a desire to make a
commitment, both in terms of renewed interest in membership and also in taking
responsibility for keeping the church ‘on the road’ (which invites us to ask ourselves how actively committed are we?) We reflected together on the characteristics of
Methodism which the world can’t do without.
The business of the day then continued smoothly, with presentations on a variety of
topics, including chaplaincies of various sorts, an update on the Argentina link and on
progress with the Digital Inclusion project which we have already hosted in the United
Area. Synod also approved the winding up of the Methodist Society at Roose and
agreed to continue exploring the formation of Mission Communities with our Anglican
and United Reformed Church friends and others. Then things got lively! A motion
was to be put to Synod inviting us to send a memorial to Conference asking the
Methodist Church to disinvest from fossil fuel companies. The ensuing discussion
itself generated sufficient hot air on all sides of the argument to contribute to climate
change and the motion was eventually withdrawn, leaving other Districts to send the
memorial on to Conference. A further memorial was sent on, setting down key
questions to be included in a forthcoming review of ministerial training. A number of
good news stories from around the District were then shared briefly, including the
work of ‘Signpost’ at Maryport and Little Acorns at Gamblesby which has seen the
congregation grow significantly. Synod then ended with the appropriate thanks
expressed, followed by a prayer.
Jennet McLeod

United Area Meeting
The next United Area meeting will be on Thursday 4 June at 7 pm at Hartington Street.
Each church has at least two representatives and each committee has at least one
representative. Please could all members of the Area meeting (or, for churches, the
agreed substitutes if necessary) come to share in the planning of the life and witness of
our United Area.
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‘GOD FOR ALL’ AND BARROW AREA MISSION
COMMUNITY
You will shortly be provided with a new leaflet setting out the vision of ‘God for All’
which is at the heart of the work we are doing ecumenically to explore the setting up
of Mission Communities. Discussions in the Barrow area are making much more
progress than they were six months ago and some exciting ideas are emerging including the ‘pop up shop’ which was trialled in the town centre during the run-up to
the ‘Believe in Barrow’ mission. A group of lay and ordained people now meets each
week to underpin our discussions with prayer and monthly to discuss the formation of
the Mission Community. Until now, the United Area has only been represented by
myself and Ron Wilson and we are often able only to attend the ‘business’ meetings
and it’s important that the voice of the lay people in our churches is heard everywhere
in the process. Karen Edmondson has volunteered to join us at the business meetings
- but we could do with additional lay representation. The prayer times are open to
anyone who has a heartfelt desire to see our Christian mission furthered in Barrow
through our working together as churches. Please give some thought and prayer to
this - and speak to Ron or me if you feel this might be something you could be
involved in.
Prayer meetings for the next few weeks are all at 9 am to 10 am as follows:
Tuesday 2nd June - St John’s Barrow Island
Tuesday 9th June - Trinity Church Centre
Tuesday 23rd June - St Francis
Tuesday 30th June - lunch together to be arranged.
The next business meeting will be on Tuesday 16 th June at St Paul’s from 9 am to 12
noon.
There are exciting new opportunities ahead to serve the community of Barrow and to
help them understand that we have a ‘God for All’ - and your prayers and
participation are needed to make these things happen.
Blessings,

Jennet

COG Slog
This has been arranged for Sunday 21 st June at Millom. You can join in with the
afternoon’s activities at any time. If you wish to walk please meet at Millom
Methodist church at 2 pm. There will be a faith tea at 5 pm (drinks will be provided)
followed by an Area service at 6 pm.
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South West Cumbria United Area

Area Camp

Friday 10th July - Sunday 12th July
Theme - Life In All Its Fullness
A weekend of fun, games, craft and other activities commencing at 5pm Friday and
finishing lunch time Sunday. Come for the whole weekend or join us for Saturday,
camp or stay in the bunk house. It is up to you. All are welcome!
Please bring musical instruments, any games you think people might enjoy, your
payment (£25 per person, £60 per family), and your sense of humour.

Rachel Williams

Christian Aid Community
Partnership
At the time of
printing the total
was still £2,837.11,
but we know that
more money has
been raised, so we
hope to break the
£3,000 barrier soon.

First Tuesday Ladies
We will meet on Tuesday 2nd June at 7:30
pm at 59 Croslands Park for a time of Bible
study, prayer and fellowship. All ladies are
welcome.

Janet Ladds

Lilian Wood
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Keswick Convention
This year’s theme for the Keswick Convention is ‘The whole of life for Christ’. It has
been suggested that we should attend on Wednesday 29 th July, when the Keswick
Lecture will be given by Michael Ramsden, Director of the Oxford Centre for
Christian Apologetics. There will also be an opportunity to visit the Earthworks
Mission Exhibition, Convention bookstall etc, and to join one of the afternoon
sessions on St Mark’s Gospel.
If there is enough interest we will organise a coach; if you would like to attend please
let me know by email lilian.wood4@gmail.com or telephone 825986.
So far 3 people have been in touch with me; if you wish to attend please contact me as
soon as you read this!

Lilian Wood

Summer Series - Gardens
Last summer we held a series of meetings on the subject of gardens, based on the
Biblical account of the Garden of Eden. This year we will move on to the Garden of
Exile, telling the story of the Babylonian exile with music, prayers, activities and
discussion. We will meet at Beacon Hill at 7 pm on 4 consecutive Monday evenings,
beginning on 8 th June. Anyone who wishes to join us will be made very welcome.

Lilian Wood

Local Preachers/worship Leaders
The next Local Preachers Meeting is to be held at Millom on Tuesday 9 th June at
7:30pm.
Two study sessions are to be held at Kirkby at 7:30pm:
Wednesday 17th June, “Esther” led by Janet.
Thursday 9th July, “Women in the NT” led by Jennet.

Janet Ladds

Network
The Network Summer Effort will be an evening with the Steelworks Band @ Trinity
on Wednesday June 17 th @ 7:30 pm. Tickets are priced at £3; light refreshments are
included.
Cumbria District Methodist Women in Britain - the Summer Celebration will take the
form of “Afternoon Tea at Cottage Wood”. This will be on Thursday 7 th July at 2 pm.
Cottage Wood is near Plumpton, in the Penrith Circuit. Tickets are £5 each and
seating is for a maximum of 50 people. Anyone wanting a ticket should contact Mrs
Jill Morris (01768881041).

Elaine Pears
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Individual Churches

Broughton

Tuesday 7th July, 10:30am - 4pm Art Exhibition and Strawberry Tea.
Come and see the talent of Local Artists, browse or buy.
While here enjoy our famous homemade Biscuits with Tea, Coffee, Horlicks, Hot
Chocolate or Bovril at the suggested donation of 75p or more if you would like. We
will also have a Soup Lunch at £2 and our Strawberry Teas at £2.
Come and enjoy the whole day with us as you also explore our village or even just pop
in and say hello. You will be made most welcome.
Beryl Hollowell

Kirkby-in-Furness

On Saturday 9th May we held our annual Plant and Produce Sale. Thanks mainly to
Mary there was a wonderful selection of bedding plants for sale. She grows from both
seed and plug plants and various other members of the chapel help by housing them in
their own greenhouses or hardening them off. Although it had not been a warm
growing season, all of the plants were healthy and many in bloom. We are grateful to
both Gwyneth and David Grizedale who again brought a huge variety of their ever
popular perennials which sold very well. The morning raised a record £950 and the
money will be used to continue with the refurbishment of the building, making it an
inviting and pleasant meeting place. A huge thank you to all who came and bought,
donated some of their own plants for sale, especially for the vegetable stall and to the
many anonymous donations of jam jars and returned plant pots and trays. We can
always use more and are especially short of jam jars after making marmalade in the
winter. These can be left at the chapel which is open every day from 10am to 4pm.
The terrible news of the devastating earthquake in Nepal was still very fresh in our
minds at the beginning of May and we would like to thank those who came to our
coffee morning when all the donations were sent to the appeal. A total of £45 was
raised.
Our next Coffee and Company is on Wednesday 3 rd June from 9:45 to 11:30am. If you
fancy a trip out now the better weather is hopefully coming, you would be made very
welcome. We look forward to seeing you.
Janet Sheldon

Millom

Millom Church is planning a trip on the Ratty on Wednesday 17 th June. Robert will
meet anyone on the train who decides to travel that way. Train will leave Dalton at
9.39am, Barrow at 10.10am and Millom at 10.30am. Buy your own ticket on the train
and join us. Prices are between £19.20 from Dalton and £12.50 from Silecroft. All are
welcome - just turn up on the day.

Rachel Williams
Page 9

Saturday 6th June -

Trinity

monthly Coffee Morning from 10:00 a.m., sponsored by the
Brownies and Guides.
Thursday 18th June - ‘At Home’ with Audrey & Debbie Jackson, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. at
40 Glenridding Drive.
Family News
On Sunday 19 th April we welcomed Eboni Hallie-Rae Waters, her Mum Selena and
many family members and friends who came to celebrate Eboni’s baptism. We trust
they felt the warmth of our welcome and might join us again sometime.
Then on Saturday 2nd May Jennet conducted the wedding of Ryan Stockton and Vikki
Hill. Their three children, Summer, Jackson and Korbyn, were there to celebrate the
occasion.
On a sadder note we have to report the death of Audrey Cooper. Audrey has not been
coming to church for very long but we know she appreciated the various services and
Jennet’s ministry. Our prayers are with her two daughters, Janet and Kate.
Then suddenly on 7 th May, Connie Pridmore died in Furness General Hospital, after a
fall at home. Connie was a long standing member of Emmanuel and, when we came
together, of Trinity. Connie sang in the choir and was a member of Women on
Wednesday, serving as the treasurer for a number of years. We will remember her
with affection and our prayers go to her family, Anne and Tony and their spouses,
Steve and Joanna.
On Saturday 10th May Margaret Fryer died in a nursing home in southern Scotland.
Margaret worshipped at Trinity until her ill health prevented her attending church.
She was a member of Women on Wednesday. Our thoughts are with her husband
Fred and the other members of her family.
Two members are in hospital - Ella Sharp, now in Abbey View and making very good
progress, and Helen Wilson, in ward 4 but shortly moving to Abbey View having
broken a bone in her shoulder. We wish them both a speedy return to health and
strength.

Margaret Manvell
Monday 6th until Saturday 11th July from 10:00am to 4pm daily there is to be a
Schools Bible Stories exhibition. Four schools have asked to be involved with this
exhibition: Roose Community Primary School, St James Church of England Junior
School, St Pius X School, Cambridge Street Primary School. Each school is
submitting up to 6 stories using different art forms. This exhibition is a “follow up” to
last year’s very successful Knitted Bible exhibition. Admission is free, but each
school is collecting for their chosen charity.
Each day refreshments will be served in the “lounge”.

Brian Whittaker
Page 10

Trinity Prayer - We meet in the lower meeting room at Trinity each Thursday
morning between 8:50 and 9:30 am to pray; each week we give time to one of the
United Area churches, and a set of streets, as well as other prayer concerns. If you
have any prayer concerns or things you wish to be prayed for, please contact
Janet/Alan Ladds (833882) so we can add them to the prayer book.
7/06
Ramsden St ‘R’
14/06
Urswick
‘S’
21/06
Dalton
‘T’
28/06
Askam
‘U’

Janet Ladds

Hartington Street

All are welcome to join our Care and Share fellowship/Knit and Natter. We meet
weekly on Tuesdays at 10:00 - 11:30 am. Fellowship, Prayer, a cuppa & bring your
knitting.
Bible studies are held as follows:
Tuesdays at 8 pm - June 2 nd, 16th, 30th
Thursdays at 2 pm - June 11 th, 25th.

Ellen Powell

Beacon Hill

On Saturday 9th May we held the Beacon Hill version of ‘Tea at the Ritz’. Over 50
people dressed in their best clothes and enjoyed sandwiches, scones, cakes and plenty
of tea and conversation. We were able to raise £355 for the work of The Leprosy
Mission.
Our monthly coffee morning will be held on Thursday 25 th June, 10 am-11:15 am,
with stalls selling cakes, handmade cards, books and Fairtrade items.

Lilian Wood

Dalton

The coffee morning held at Market Street raised £338.00 for church funds. Many
thanks to all who helped and supported us.

R Willock
Christian Women’s Fellowship: the next meeting of the CWF is on Wednesday 17 th
June at 6:30 pm. The theme for the evening is ‘Summer Special’. Everyone welcome.
Please note earlier start time.

D Qazi
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Askam

The Askam Sisterhood had a wonderful meeting on Wed. 29 th April, when we were
visited by two young ladies from Christian Aid. Meg Raybould, just 21, talked at ease
without notes for about 30 minutes on her recent visit to Ethiopia, and the wonderful
work that the CA partners Hundee are doing there. She had personally met two of the
Ethiopian ladies who feature in this year’s Christian Aid literature, Loko who walks 8
hours a day to collect firewood to feed her family, and Adi, widowed, who has
recently been given a cow, giving her status in her village, so that now she has a say in
village matters. We also learned that Loko was also awarded a cow by the villagers,
which means she no longer needs to do the hazardous and difficult walk to feed her
children and has milk for them. These two courageous women are an inspiration to us
all - as were Meg and Laura Jones, now taking on the role of Regional Co-ordinator
for Cumbria Christian Aid. We held a collection at the meeting, and raised £30 which
we will donate to the Christian Aid Partnership.
The Church garden party will go ahead as planned on Sat. 27 th June, from 2:00 - 4:00
pm. Suggested donations of £2 - craft stalls, raffle, cakes, and tombola with garden
plants for sale. Everyone very welcome.

Dorothy Gleaves
Askam Sisterhood Centennial Birthday Party
On Wed. 13th May, Askam were blessed with a beautiful day, as members, friends,
speakers and relatives of former members met to celebrate 100 years since the first
Sisterhood was held. As this was 1915, and the country had been plunged into the
darkness of WW1, the early meetings would be a comfort for the ladies and a way of
coping with the call up of their men folk, and the uncertainties of the future.
At 2:30 pm the Church was full and after I welcomed everyone, I introduced Pippa
and the Phoenix singers from Millom. Pippa was a jolly lady and the choir entertained
us with a few modern songs, and then encouraged everyone to join in the ‘oldies’, e.g.
‘My old man said follow the van’ and Gracie’s ‘Sally, Sally pride of our alley’, etc.
We all sang with gusto.
Our oldest member Mrs. Eleanor Wallace was then asked to light our large candle by
the birthday cake and we, of course, had to sing Happy Birthday to the Sisterhood.
The Praise Group then took the stage and, led by Ellen Powell, sang some of the
favourite old hymns chosen by members and daughters of past members. We had a
list of 12 hymns and Val Jacques doubted whether we would manage them all, but
with the help of everyone there, we did manage, with a slight break midway whilst
Rev Ron Wilson led us in prayer. At the end of the 12 we even managed a rendering
of ‘When the roll is called up yonder’ - for Mrs. Winnie Dawson, who was too ill to
attend. After the Praise Group had sung a blessing to everyone, those who wished
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walked out into the Church Garden to witness the planting and blessing of an elaeagnus
bush.
We had a display of charities the Sisterhood supports, and a display by the Askam
History Group of old photographs of Askam. Also lots of old family snaps were on
show courtesy of Janice Shackley.
The afternoon finished with a beautiful buffet, and lots of tea, after the singing. If we
have a leaky roof after this event, we will have definitely ‘raised the roof’ with our
singing.
Well done to everyone who took part that afternoon, in whatever way. It was filled
with song and smiles and happy memories. It was good to see so many old, new and
loved friends, and the Sisterhood now has lovely memories of turning 100 years old.

Dorothy Gleaves

Ramsden Street

On Friday April 17th Mary Wilkinson came along to our coffee morning to share her
knowledge of laptops, tablets, etc under the ‘Digital Inclusion’ scheme and we were
fortunate to be able to take advantage of it. We are grateful to Mary for giving her time
to fit us in.
Once again we were delighted to have Greengate Voice come along to our coffee
morning on Friday April 24 th. They began their programme with a Centenary song
written just for us. They enjoy coming and we really love having them. This event
was our April ‘Centenary event’. May is the collection of 100 tins for the Foodbank
and our Centenary June event will be on Saturday June 6 th at 4pm when the New
Abbey Singers will entertain us with favourite songs from the last 100 years as well as
their usual songs from the shows and some more popular up to date pieces. Tickets are
£4 and include afternoon tea. (Ring 825662 for tickets as we need to know how many
people are coming for catering arrangements.)
Our ‘Centenary quiz’ raised £357 for Church funds and the winners were from
Manchester, Kendal, Grange, Ulverston and Barrow.
Anne Stevenson

Vickerstown

There will be a coffee morning at Vickerstown on Saturday 13 th June, with the usual
cake, Fairtrade and bring & buy stalls. All welcome.
We are pleased to have been granted £500 by the Methodist District towards the
running of the ecumenical Messy Church on Walney, which will help this work with
the island’s families to continue through its second year (having received funding from
the Anglican diocese in the first year). June’s Messy Church session will run from 3 to
5 p.m. on Sunday June 21 st at St. Mary’s Parish Centre.
Karen Edmondson
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Regular Sunday Services
Morning service times are as follows:
Askam
Beacon Hill
Broughton
Dalton Methodist
Dalton URC
Hartington Street
Kirkby
Millom
Ramsden Street
Trinity Church Centre
Urswick
Vickerstown

(Duddon Road) 9:30 am (except 5 th Sunday–11:00 am)
(Holyoake Avenue, Barrow) 9:30 am
(Princes Street) 9:30 am
(Wellington Street) 9:30 am
(Market Street) 9:30 am
Barrow 10:30 am (except 2 nd Sunday – 4 pm service)
(Marshside) 10:30 am (except 2 nd Sunday – 6pm
5th Sunday – 10 am at St Cuthbert’s)
(Queen Street) 11:00 am
Barrow 11:00 am (except 1 st Sunday– 10:30am &
5th Sunday – 11:00 am at Trinity)
(Warwick Street, Barrow) 11:00 am
(Tarn Close) 11:00 am
(except 1st & 3rd Sundays -- at Parish church)
(Warren Street) 11:00 am

Evening services are held as follows:
Beacon Hill
Trinity Church Centre
Hartington Street
Kirkby

6 pm every week (4 pm in winter)
6:30 pm every week (4 pm in winter)
4 pm on the 2nd Sunday (all age service)
8 pm café worship as advertised
6 pm on the 2nd Sunday

United Area joint evening services as arranged. For details, please consult the Plan
or the website: www.swcumbriaunitedarea.urc.org.uk

Regular Coffee Mornings
Please note that coffee mornings are held every
week as follows:
Broughton Tuesdays from 10:00 till 11:30
Millom Fridays from
9:30 till 10:30
Ramsden St. - Fridays from
10:30 till 12:00
Askam Saturdays from 10:00 till 11:30
Dalton - Mondays:
Hartington St - Tuesdays:

Tea and Chat at Wellington Street from 10 to 11:30
Care & Share Fellowship & Knit & Natter from
10:00 to 11:30
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